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Remembrance Day services will be
held at the Viking Community Hall on
Wednesday, Nov. 11.

Everyone is welcome to attend the
service which will commemorate the
sacrifices of members of the armed
forces and of civilians through the
years. It is observed on Nov. 11 to recall
the end of World War I. On that date in
1918 the major hostilities of World War
I were formally ended “at the 11th
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month”
with the German signing  of the
Armistice.

The day was specifically dedicated
by King George V, on Nov. 7. 1919, to
the observance of members of the
armed forces who were killed during
war.

In Viking on Nov 11, the doors will
open at 10 a.m. with the service start-
ing at 10:30 a.m.

The poem, poster and essay contest
awards will be given out after the
service. Later in the day there will be a
roast beef and ham supper at the
Legion Hall.

The Legion doors will open at 5 p.m.
with supper served at 6 p.m. Everyone
is welcome to attend, however, if you
plan to be at the supper please call
Becky 780-385-1790 or Elehda 780-336-
3359 before Nov. 6 and leave a message
saying you will be attending.

The poppy’s association with
Remembrance Day goes back to 1915
when Canadian Lt.-Col. John McCrae
wrote the poem Flanders Field as he
viewed poppies growing beside the
grave of a friend of his who had died in
battle. The flower has long been adopt-
ed as the Flower of Remembrance and
volunteer donations are used to assist
Veterans and their dependants.

Remembrance Day services on November 11
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Last week the human remains unearthed by a badger on the Rozmahel farm August 26 were reinterned during a special ceremony. Under overcast skies and light
rain, Vikingʼs RCMP Corporal Rick Halter spoke to those gathered to honour the deceased at the reinterment ceremony.  See full story on Page 9.
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A final reinterment has been held
and the remains of what authorities
now say is a young aboriginal woman
were laid to rest  during a private cere-
mony last week.

The human bones were unearthed on
the Rozmahel farm on August 26 of
this year and for the past couple of
months have been studied and ana-
lyzed by a team headed by forensic
anthropologist Pamela Mayne Correia
of the University of Alberta. Alberta
Culture and Tourism was part of the
recover exercise and supplied the
Weekly Review with the photos which
accompany this article.

Brian Rozmahel who found the
remains on the family farm land and

who has been part of the journey back
in time, said placing the young girl to a
final burial spot was very emotional
and touching.

“A number of things have happened
since we last spoke,” Rozmahel said
when contacted by the Weekly Review
last week.

He said it was finally decided that
the remains are likely those of a young
woman, that the site was that of a sin-
gle grave, and that no other grave sites
were found.

He said although it was originally
thought the remains, suspected to have
been unearthed by a badger, were con-
sidered those of a young aboriginal
male, when further archeological work
was completed, it was decided that the
remains are likely those of a young
female.

Professionals spent a couple of days
at the original burial site, set up a grid
and sifted through pails and pails of
soil, collecting and preserving any-
thing they could find.

“Once the body was fully exposed, it
was discovered that there were just so
many beads and rings buried with this
person that it was suggested that the
bones were those of a young lady. Who
was she? Well, that is so hard to say.
There were thousands...yes, thousands
of seed beads found near the remains
as well as more rings and buttons. It
was the find of the buttons that origi-
nally had us thinking that the remains
were those of a young man. We
thought the buttons may have come
from a jacket belonging to the young
man.

“However, in among all the artifacts
a thimble was found. Was this the bur-
ial site of a young male and the mother
or the young bride of the male laid her
most precious item with him in his
grave? Or was it a young woman,
someone of prominence...maybe a
chief’s wife or daughter? Those of the
recovery team thought it was likely the
remains of a young woman,”
Rozmahel said.

Rozmahel said because there was an
abundance of beads and jewelry, it is
obvious this young person was some-
one of some stature in the community
all those years ago.

He said a craftsman from the
Ukrainian Village built a casket for the
remains and the archeologists re-built
the body and laid the remains in the
casket complete with a necklace of
beads, rings on her fingers and then
surrounded the body with the thou-
sands of seed beads recovered from the
original site.

About 25 to 30 people assembled to
be part of the final ceremony. 

Elders from Maskwacis First Nation
and RCMP Inspector Wendell Reimer,
assistant district officer for the Eastern
Alberta District RCMP, as well as
Viking’s RCMP Corporal Rick Halter
were among those who attended the
reinterment last week.

“The RCMP presented gifts and I
asked if I too should offer a gift but I
was told that my gift was assigning a
plot for the grave site. It is just a 10 by
10 foot spot. It is really nothing but I
will take care of it and will make sure it
is maintained. 

“I have told all the First Nation
members they are welcome to visit the
site anytime they choose.”

Rozmahel said Richard Hammer and
Leonard Greenwood offered machin-
ery and their services to dig the grave
and they too attended the burial serv-
ice at the new site. The new burial site
was selected for its beauty. Rozmahel
made the selection saying he felt it was
the ideal spot for a final resting place.

“It was 11 a.m. It was cold and rainy
but the members of the First Nations
took the weather as a good sign
explaining that the rain washes a per-
son’s last traces from the earth. The
coffin was opened and a number of

gifts were laid inside. Tobacco was
sprinkled into the grave before the cof-
fin was closed and lowered into the
ground by ropes.

“The earth was then hand-shoveled
over the coffin. There were some love-
ly chants and drumming. It was very
emotional. Six of my grandchildren
attended and my two oldest grandsons
took a turn to place a shovel of earth on
the grave.

“Then everyone circled the grave
and walked clockwise and then turned
and walked away, not looking back. It
was over. It maybe took an hour and
everyone quietly dispersed.”

Rozmahel said he has no idea why
he found the remains but that mem-
bers of the First Nations did tell him
that the young person made her pres-
ence known for a reason.

For Rozmahel the August find has
set him on a new adventure and a new
path of learning.

“There is so much to think about. I
think about my past work with teens
and I wonder if maybe I shouldn’t
encourage young people to write about
who they think this young lady was
and what her life was like. I am think-
ing I may talk with the school and see
if there is any interest.”

He says he also would like to try to
set up a “bones and stones” presenta-
tion for young people and would ask
forensic anthropologist Pamela Mayne
Correia to speak.

And although he does not know for
sure what he will do with the original
gravesite, he is considering planting
grass on the spot and preserving it as a
special spot.

“I know I will keep the original site
and the new grave area safe and I will
respect both locations and ask my
descendants to do the same,” he said.

And he said this summer when the
weather is nice, the First Nations have
asked that a celebration be held on the
farm, an idea he would very much
enjoy. He said he is not sure what such
a celebration includes but he is excited
about the idea.

Rozmahel says he is surprised by the
amount of interest which the discovery
of the human bones has brought. He
said people stop him daily and ask
questions and just recently he was con-
tacted by the Huffington Post Alberta
(Huffington Post Alberta is an online
newspaper) asking for an interview.

He said he is very pleased with all
the interest shown, adding that he is
honoured to have been part of the find
and said how he has enjoyed the
unique learning journey it has taken
him on.

Rozmahel said the respect and admi-
ration he has always had for the mem-
bers of First Nations and their tradi-
tions has multiplied and that he looks
forward to further learning and under-
standing the rich tradition the First
Nations has to offer.

“I would like to continue the legacy
of Running Badger and make her
Viking’s very own First Nations’
Princess.”

Final reinterment service held on Rozmahel farm
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Above Brian Rozmahel and Dr. Cecilia Wu, the Assistant Chief Medical
Examiner, take part in the touching ceremony which saw the human remains
found August 26 laid to rest in a specially selected location on the Rozmahel
farm.

Remains of aboriginal youth laid to rest
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