
Course:  History 300 - Culture and Society in the Medieval Rome (*3) 
Semester:  Winter 2015 
Instructor:   Dr Alessandro Celani 
Class Location:  St.Agostino 
Class Meeting Time:  Mon/Wed  10:45 – 12:15 
Office Hours:   After/before class or by appointment 
Phone:  + 39 333 8986592  
Email:  alexcelani@hotmail.it 
   

_________________________________________________________________    

Course Description 
The course will be focused on the main arguments concerning the cultural implication of social and political life of 
Rome during the Middle Ages. Classes lectures and field visits will cover a large chronological span, form the 4th 
century A.D. to the 13th century . Considering the length of this extremely inhomogeneous period only some of the main 
themes will be treated, with a preference for ideological implications of art and architecture. 
Initially students will enter in touch with methodologies adopted to approach Medieval History (Archaeology, 
Epigraphy, Numismatics, Palaeography, Art History etc.). The introduction will be also focused on the main historical 
arguments and on a chronological overview. 
The grid of reference provided in the first part of the course will be useful to acquire data during the many field visits 
and for the individual researches. The preference will be firstly given to the transition from the pagan to the Christian 
culture in Rome and Italy. Secondarily attention will be paid to all the political, economical and social themes lying 
behind the erection of new Christian cult places, as a deep urban make up to provide with new spots of reference 
inhabitants and pilgrims. Finally students will approach the main features of medieval art, culture, and life in their local 
implications. 
Rome is of course rich in Ancient and Renaissance monuments, but it is also an unexpected treasury of medieval 
buildings and masterpieces. Field visits will focus on the main Christian basilicas, on catacombs and funerary 
monuments, on beautiful mosaics and frescoes places like: San Giovanni in Laterano, Santa Maria in Trastevere, San 
Clemente, Cripta Balbi. If the most part of the visits will be focused on art themes, there will be also the opportunity to 
analyse aspects of daily life, differences in the life conditions between antiquity and middle ages, pagan living 
conceptions and the impact on them of the new Christian values, continuities of pagan customs into medieval 
ceremonies and rituals.  

Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 

• Acquire historical information about the city of Rome from the 4th  century A.D. to the 13th century. 
• Learn to know the medieval topography of the city and individuate the main monuments, the function of the 

different areas, their relation with former Roman buildings and later Renaissance monuments 
• Familiarize with methodologies involved in the study of Middle Ages, enter in touch with the specific 

problems related to a period always object of academic controversies, but too often simplified and represented 
as an obscure historical magma, learn to decode iconographies and read documents and inscriptions. 

Course Aims and Objectives 
The course aims to provide students with knowledge of the medieval history of the City of Rome and its relation with 
the transformation process the led Italy and Europe into a new political asset. That will represent an occasion to 
rediscover and hidden period of the Italian history and recreate the natural tie between Antiquity and Renaissance, and 
represent it in a more realistic way then as a jump from a “classicity” to another.  Students will learn to analyse cultural, 
artistic, religious themes from the point of view of historical changes and transformations. On the other hand students 
will provide their own individual historical research with the complementary analysis of archaeological, literary, 
epigraphic and artistic documentation.   

Teaching Methods 
Course will be composed of classroom lectures and site visits. During class lectures some general arguments will be 
approached together with a historical development of the Medieval culture of Italy. The visits on site will give chances 
to analyze artistic artefacts and put them in relation with each other. Individual research will be strongly encouraged. 
The individual work will be reported to the group in field debates and discussions.  

Key concepts: 
• Paganism and Christianism: the Late Antiquity 
• Political disaggregation and cultural persistence 
• Religion and State: relations in the Medieval Rome 
• Art, Self-Identity and Common Identity 
• Images and the Past. Early Christianity and its revivals 
• Past and Present: the Medieval roots of European Culture 



Required Reading: 
Pdf format reader. 

Reccomended Reading 
P.Brown, The World of Late Antiquity, London 1971. 
R.Krautheimer, Early Christian and Byzantine Architecture, Baltimore 1975. 
P.Brown, The Making of Late Antiquity, Cambridge Mass. 1978. 
S.G.MacCormak, Art and Cerimony in Late Antiquity, berkeley 1981. 
P.Brown, The Cult of Saints: Its Rise and Function in Latin Christianity, Chicago 1982. 
N.F.Cantor, Inventing the Middle Ages, New York, 1991. 
C.Frugoni, A Day in a Medieval City, University of Chicago Press, 2005. 
J.Snyder, Medieval Art, Prentice Hall, 2005. 
L.Lester, Religious Poverty and the Profit Economy, Cornell University Press, 1978. 
D.Herlihy (ed.), Medieval culture and Society, New York, 1968. 

Reading due before mid-term 
Rome and Constantine, The Christianization of Rome, The Times of Gregory the Great, Rome Between East and West 

Reading due after mid-term 
The Carolingian Age, Realities, Ideologies and Rhetoric, The Twelfth century, The Thirteenth Century 
Concentrate on topics and monuments analysed in class lectures or visits. 

Supplementary Material 
Supplementary material to complement lectures and visits will be given during classes. 

Nature of Assignments: 
Mid-Term Exam 
Test on arguments covered to this date (methodologies in archaeology and ancient history; topography of ancient Rome, 
political history, Roman religion. Areas and monuments: Roman and Imperial Forums, Field of Mars, Baths of 
Caracalla, Ostia). The mid-term test will consist in monuments identification, questions and a short essay. 

Research Paper 
The purpose of writing a research paper is to clearly communicate what you have learned through your research. Your 
research for this course will focus on a topic among those indicated by Lecturer on a list to follow.  
According to school policy you cannot present the same paper for two (or more) different courses. This will be 
evaluated with F grade. 

The length of the paper should be between eight and twelve pages (2,500- 4,000 words), using double space, and 
character size 12. Eight pages is the minimum for a paper to be accepted. Papers must be typed, written in decent style 
and include documentation of sources of information in proper footnotes. 

• Handwritten papers are not accepted 
• One letter grade will be deducted for the first week of delay in handing in the final paper 
• Late papers may not be accepted 
• Plagiarism will bring you “F” grade 
• All papers should have a pertinent bibliography- Websites must be cited as references 

Deadline for returning your research paper: To be announced 

Final Exam: 
Test on arguments covered during the entire course: funerary ideology and funeral monuments, Palazzo Massimo and 
Capitoline Museum, Roman art and Literature, the passage to Early Christianity. The final test will consist in questions, 
monuments identification and a short essay  

Assessment Policy 
Participation   10 % 
Mid-Term Test   20 % 
Research Paper   30 % 
Final Test   40 % 

Attendance to all classes is essential and mandatory. Attendance to discussions and visits during field trip is also 
mandatory, and will be an essential part for the individual evaluation.  



To communicate student achievement, the U of A uses a letter grading system with a 4-point scale of numerical 
equivalents.  In accordance with the University guidelines, a student's final grade will be communicated as a letter grade 
and will be based on absolute achievement and relative performance in class.  While instructors may use percentages in 
calculating grades, percentages are not part of the University's grading system.  While percentages vary between 
Faculties, the School in Cortona uses the following conversion table.  For a detailed explanation of the grading system, 
see section 23.4 in the University Calendar (www.registrar.ualberta.ca/calendar). 

Attendance Policy 
Successful progress of the Program depends on the full cooperation of both students and faculty members. Courses are 
taught by means of lectures and classroom discussion, which means that regular attendance and active participation in 
classes are essential parts of the educational process.  

Attendance is required in all courses. Students who accumulate more than the permitted number of absences, regardless 
of the reason, will receive an attendance failure (grade of F) unless they withdraw from the course. In courses which 
meet twice per week, students may not have more than four absences.  Students are expected to be in class on time. 
Lateness of more than fifteen minutes will be counted as half an absence.  

Students are expected to treat with maturity attendance and punctuality regulations for all components of the course. No 
excuse for absence will exempt a student from the completion of all work in a course. The student assumes the 
responsibility for requesting assistance from faculty members for making up missed work.  

N.B: The instructor reserves the right to modify meeting times, places and the monuments visited when and if necessary 
for the educational benefit of the class or due to constraints imposed by unforeseen circumstances.  Communication 
about such changes will be effected via group email messages or verbally in class prior to the date of the affected class. 
It is the individual student’s responsibility to stay informed of any such changes.  

Class Participation  
Students are expected to actively participate and contribute to class discussion. Participation grade requires more 
preparation and contribution, and if a student is not in class he/she is not contributing or receiving the inputs of his/her 
classmates and teacher. 
Class participation will count for 10%. 

Letter % Pts. Description

A+ 95-100 4 Outstanding: Superior performance showing 
understanding and knowledge of the subject matter far 
exceeding expectations

A 90-94 4 Excellent.  Superior performance showing 
comprehensive understanding of the subject matter

A- 86-89 3.7 Very good:  Clearly above average performance with 
complete knowledge of the subject matter

B+ 82-85 3.3 Very good

B 75-81 3 Good: Average performance with knowledge of the 
subject matter generally complete

B- 70-74 2.7 Good

C+ 66-69 2.3 Satisfactory: Basic understanding of the subject 
matter

C 61-65 2 Satisfactory

C- 58-60 1.7 Satisfactory

D+ 55-57 1.3 Minimal Pass:  marginal performance generally 
insufficient preparation for subsequent courses in the 
subject matter

D 54-50 1 Minimal pass:  Marginal performance, generally 
insufficient preparation for subsequent courses in the 
subject matter

F 0-49 0 Fail: Failure to meet course requirements.

http://www.registrar.ualberta.ca/calendar


 COURSE SCHEDULE 

Class 1 
Wed - Jan, 14 
Introduction. 

• Middle Ages as self-standing period, Middle Ages as a transition from Antiquity to Renaissance. 
• The Age of Constantine 

A general overview of the main arguments of the course will be given, as well as an introduction to the modern 
approaches to the question of Late-Antiquity. Particular attention will be paid to the transition from the Pagan capital to 
the Christian city. 
Read pp. 3-32 from Krautheimer.  

Class 2  
Mon – Jan, 19 
A movie on the late medieval and renaissance Italy: The name of the Rose 

Class 3  
Wed – Jan 21 
The decoration of the Early Christian Church and its symbols 
Read pp. 40-65 from Snyder 

Friday, Jan, 23 
Field Trip to Rome 

  
Class 4 
Mon – Jan, 26 
St.Francis of Assisi and the Canticle of Creatures 
Read pp. 61-69; 82-83; 90-96; 146-152 from Lester 
Read pp. 302-305 from Herlihy  

Class 5 
Wed – Jan, 28 
Field visit to the Archaeological Museum of Cortona  

• The pagan heritage: religion, society and art 
• Collecting the past. “Ruins” and identity in Medieval Italy 
• The role plaid by Rome and the construction of an abstract idea of “Romanity”. 

Class notes 

Friday – Jan, 30 
Field trip to Assisi and Perugia 

Class 6 
Mon – Feb, 2 
A movie on St.Francis by Liliana Cavani (1989): Francesco 

Class 7 
Wed – Feb, 4 
The Age of Charlemagne 

• Renaissance of Antiquity 
• Power and Religion between Papacy and Empire 

After a number of centuries of close relations with the East, Rome opens to the West and the North. The figure of 
Charlemagne, crowned Emperor in Rome on the Christmas night of 800 proposes violently to all Europe the new 
relation of Church and power, the old-new role plaid by God in the history. 
Read pp. 109-142 from Krautheimer. 

Class 8 
Mon – Feb, 9 
Walking tour of Medieval Cortona. 

Religion, economy and daily life 
Read pp. 45-87 from Frugoni 

Class 9 
Wed -  Feb, 11 
Rome towards a new millennium 

• New routes to East: relics from the Holy Land 
• Rome as Jerusalem: topography, ceremonials and ideology 



The Revival of the early Christianity has been promoted thanks to the diffusion of relics and stories from the Holy land. 
This particular relation, never broken, has been vivified during the age of the Crusades, and has been one of the most 
visible effects on the western cities of the invasion of the East. The main families of Rome, as the Colonna, plaid the 
predominant role in collecting and offering relics. 
Read pp. 143-160 from Krautheimer 

Class 10 
Mon - Feb, 16 
Review session  

Class 11 
Midterm Exam 

Wed – Feb, 18 
Visit to the Museo Diocesano in Cortona 

Class 12 
Mon – Feb, 23 
Italy in the Later Middle Ages 

• Roman workshops in the Romanesque period. 
• The Diffusion of a Roman style in central Italy during the 12th and 13th centuries: some examples 
• The origin of Rome and the invention of tradition in the Tuscan cities. 

Read pp. 445-474 from Snyder 

Class 13 
Wed – Feb, 25 
Visit to the Museo diocesano in Cortona 

Class 14 
Mon – Mar, 2 
Giotto and Dante 
Class notes 

Class 15 
Wed  – Mar, 4 
The S.Peter’s Basilica and its district in the Medieval times 

• The growth of the Borgo 
• The so-called Abitato 

The Basilica of S.Peter attracted the Roman community from the Early Medieval time and many people decided to live 
by the new imponent basilica. This did not change by the centuries and someway the church is still today an attractive 
centre of the city. We will try to rediscover the history of Rome by reading the architectural evidence of two of its 
districts. 
Read pp- 261-288 from Krautheimer. 

Class 16 
Mon – Mar, 9 
A movie on medieval ascetic life in our age: Into a Great Silence by P.Groening 

Class 17 
Wed – Mar, 11 
Papers Presentations 

Class 18 
Mon – Mar, 16 
Review Session 

Class 19, Wed – Mar, 18  
Final Test 

Academic Honesty 

The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty. Students are 
expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold the policies of the University in 
this respect. Students are particularly urged to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the Code of Student 



Behaviour (online at www.ualberta.ca/secretariat/appeals.htm) and avoid any behaviour which could potentially result 
in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts and/or participation in an offence. Academic dishonesty 
is a serious offence and can result in suspension or expulsion from the University.” (GFC 29 SEP 2003)  

Amendments to the Code of Student Behaviour occur throughout the year.  For the most recent version of the Code, visit 
the University Governance website at http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/governance/StudentAppealsRegulations.cfm    
  

NOTICE TO INSTRUCTORS REGARDING PLAGIARISM, CHEATING, MISREPRESENTATION OF 
FACTS  

AND PARTICIPATION IN AN OFFENCE  
  
The U of A considers plagiarism, cheating, misrepresentation of facts and participation in an offence to be serious academic offences.  
Plagiarism, cheating, misrepresentation of facts and participation in an offence can be avoided if students are told what these offences 
are and if possible sanctions are made clear at the outset.  Instructors should understand that the principles embodied in the Code are 
essential to our academic purpose.  For this reason, instructors will be fully supported by Departments, Faculties and the University 
in their endeavours to rightfully discover and pursue cases of academic dishonesty in accordance with the Code.  
  
At the beginning of each term, we ask you to review with your students the definitions of plagiarism and cheating.  We are now also 
asking you to review with your students the definition of Misrepresentation of Facts and Participation in an Offence. Your co-
operation and assistance in this matter are much appreciated. 

30.3.2(1) Plagiarism  
   
No Student shall submit the words, ideas, images or data of another person as the Student’s own in any academic writing, essay, 
thesis, project, assignment, presentation or poster in a course or program of study.  
  
30.3.2(2) Cheating  
    
30.3.2(2)a  No Student shall in the course of an examination or other similar activity, obtain or attempt to obtain information from 
another Student or other unauthorized source, give or attempt to give information to another Student, or use, attempt to use or possess 
for the purposes of use any unauthorized material.  
  
30.3.2(2)b  No Student shall represent or attempt to represent him or herself as another or have or attempt to have himself or herself 
represented by another in the taking of an examination, preparation of a paper or other similar activity.  See also misrepresentation in 
30.3.6(4).  

30.3.2(2)c No Student shall represent another’s substantial editorial or compositional assistance on an assignment as the Student’s 
own work.  
  
30.3.2(2)d  No Student shall submit in any course or program of study, without the written approval of the course Instructor, all or a 
substantial portion of any academic writing, essay, thesis, research report, project, assignment, presentation or poster for which credit 
has previously been obtained by the Student or which has been or is being submitted by the Student in another course or program of 
study in the University or elsewhere.  
  
30.3.2(2)e  No Student shall submit in any course or program of study any academic writing, essay, thesis, report, project, 
assignment, presentation or poster containing a statement of fact known by the Student to be false or a reference to a source the 
Student knows to contain fabricated claims (unless acknowledged by the Student), or a fabricated reference to a source.  
  
30.3.6(4) Misrepresentation of Facts  
No Student shall misrepresent pertinent facts to any member of the University community for the purpose of obtaining academic or 
other advantage. See also 30.3.2(2) b, c, d and e.  
  
30.3.6(5) Participation in an Offence  
   
No Student shall counsel or encourage or knowingly aid or assist, directly or indirectly, another person in the commission of any 
offence under this Code.  
  

The Truth In Education (T*I*E) project is a campus wide educational campaign on Academic Honesty.  This program was created to 
let people know the limits and consequences of inappropriate academic behaviour. There are helpful tips for Instructors and Students.  
Please take the time to visit the website at:  http://www.ualberta.ca/tie 

EXCERPTS FROM THE CODE OF STUDENT BEHAVIOUR   
FOR REVIEW WITH EACH CLASS AT THE BEGINNING OF EVERY TERM  

 

http://www.ualberta.ca/secretariat/appeals.htm
http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/governance/StudentAppealsRegulations.cfm
http://www.ualberta.ca/tie


Procedures for Instructors Regarding  

Plagiarism, Cheating,  

Misrepresentation of Facts and Participation in an 
Offence  

  
The following procedures are drawn from the Code of 
Student Behaviour as approved by GFC and the Board of 
Governors. The guidelines summarize what instructors must 
do when they have reason to believe that a student has 
plagiarized, cheated, misrepresented facts or participated in 
an offence.  If you have questions about these guidelines, or 
about the policies, please talk with the senior administrator 
in your Faculty responsible for dealing with student 
discipline—usually an Associate Dean – or the Appeals 
Coordinator, University Governance (2-2655).  
  
30.5.4 Procedures for Instructors in Cases Respecting 

Inappropriate Academic Behaviour  
  
30.5.4(1) When an Instructor believes that a Student may 
have committed an Inappropriate Academic Behaviour 
Offence [30.3.2] or that there has been Misrepresentation of 
Facts [30.3.6(4)] or Participation in an Offence [30.3.6(5)] 
in cases respecting Inappropriate Academic Behaviour in the 
course that he or she instructs, the Instructor will meet with 
the Student. Before such a meeting, the Instructor shall 
inform the Student of the purpose of the meeting. In the 
event that the Student refuses or fails to meet with the 
Instructor within a reasonable period of time specified by 
the Instructor, the Instructor shall, taking into account the 
available information, decide whether a report to the Dean is 
warranted. (CLRC 30 MAY 2002) (EXEC 7 APR 2003) 
(CLRC 27 NOV 2003)  
  
30.5.4(2) If the Instructor believes there has been a violation 
of the Code, the Instructor shall, as soon as possible after the 
event occurred, report that violation to the Dean and provide 
a written statement of the details of the case. The instructor 
may also include a recommendation for sanction. (CLRC 27 
NOV 2003).  
  
 

Possible Sanctions  
  
One or more of the following sanctions given in 30.4.3 

(2) and (3) of the Code are commonly  
used for plagiarism, cheating, participation in an offence, 
and misrepresentation of facts.  
  
30.4.3(2) a.i A mark reduction or a mark of 0 on any 
term work or examination for reason of  

Inappropriate Academic Behaviour 
(GFC 24 SEP 2007);  

30.4.3(2) a.ii Reduction of a grade in 
a course  

30.4.3(2) a.iii A grade of F for a 
course.    

30.4.3(2) a.iv A remark on a 
transcript of 8 (or 9 for failing 
graduate student grades),  

      indicating Inappropriate 
Academic Behaviour in addition to 
30.4.3(2)a.i,  

      30.4.3(2)a.ii, 30.4.3(2)a.iii  
30.4.3(3) b Expulsion  
30.4.3(3) c Suspension  

  
The following sanctions may be used in rare cases.  
  
30.4.3(3) e Suspension of a Degree already awarded  
30.4.3(3) f Rescission of a Degree already awarded  

  
30.6.1 Initiation of an Appeal  
  
30.6.1(1) When a Student has been found to have 
committed an offence under the Code of Student 
Behaviour or an Applicant is found to have committed an 
offence under the Code of Applicant Behaviour (Section 
11.8 of the GFC Policy Manual), whether or not that 
Student or Applicant has been given a sanction, the 
Student or Applicant may appeal that decision, except in 
the case of a decision of the Discipline Officer under 
30.5.6(2)e.ii, which remains final and is not subject to 
appeal.  In cases where a severe sanction has been 
recommended to the Discipline Officer, once the student 
receives the final decision of the Discipline Officer, the 
student can appeal the decisions of both Dean and the 
Discipline Officer at the same time.  The written appeal 
must be presented to the Appeals Co-ordinator in the 
University Secretariat within 15 Working Days of the 
deemed receipt of the decision by the Student or 
Applicant. The finding that an offence has been 
committed, the sanction imposed or both may form the 
basis of appeal. The written appeal must also state the 
full grounds of appeal and be signed by the Appellant.  
The appeal shall be heard by the UAB.   (CLRC 30 MAY 
2002) (CLRC 25 SEP 2003) (EXEC 01 MAY 2006) 
(GFC 24 SEP 2007) (BEAC 17 OCT 2007) 

  
____________________________________
______  
DR HEIDI JULIEN  
CHAIR, GFC CAMPUS LAW REVIEW 
COMMITTEE* 

  
__________________________________
______  
DR CARL G. AMRHEIN  
PROVOST AND VICE-PRESIDENT 
(ACADEMIC) 


