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THE SCHOOL IN CORTONA 
provides students with a unique opportunity to explore 
Italy and complete courses credited towards their 
undergraduate degrees. The School is a satellite campus 
of the U of A in the Tuscan town of Cortona, and 
students from all Faculties and degree programs enrol in 
courses that take advantage of the unique location.

Program Highlights:

· U of A and local professors conduct regular 
 classroom lectures (in English).

· Classes are conducted in the St. Agostino 
 complex, a former monastery built in the 
 13th century.  

· Most courses include field trips. This means  
 that in addition to studying a textbook, you’ll  
 see masterpieces like Michelangelo’s David  
 in person.  

· Instead of trying to learn Italian in a classroom,  
 you’ll learn and practice it by immersing  
 yourself in the life of the town. 

· Classes are offered Monday to Thursday,  
 meaning you have Friday free for a field trip  
 or for personal travel.

How does our program differ from other study 
abroad opportunities? 

· The application process is simple

· There are no transfer credit issues because you 
 will be taking U of A courses that will be graded  
 and appear on your transcript like any other  
 course taken on one of the U of A’s campuses.  
 This means they will also count in your GPA. 
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Do you want to learn more about the program?    
Then, we invite you to read on!

Fun Fact: 

Cortona is a traditional hill  

town located halfway between 

Rome and Florence with  

a population of 1,800 still  

living in medieval and 

renaissance homes. 
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Your Life In Cortona
Cortona is a beautiful town nestled on a hill 
overlooking Lake Trasimeno. Inhabited since 
Roman times, Cortona features medieval and 
renaissance buildings and homes that have 
changed little over the centuries. Traditions still 
mean something to the Cortonese, and you will 
be welcomed into the community and invited 
to participate in their daily routines as you make 
Cortona your home away from home. Past 
students have said that as much as they love the 
hustle of cities like Rome, Florence and Venice, it’s 
comforting to return to ‘real’ life in Cortona!

HOUSING

Living in residence is a mandatory part of the 
program.  Most students choose to live in the 
Ostello San Marco www.cortonahostel.com,  
a 15th century convent that has been renovated 
with modern conveniences. The hostel offers:

· multiple-bed dormitory rooms and shared  
 bathrooms,

· several common rooms available for studying  
 or reading,

· wireless internet (the cost for use is included  
 in your accommodation fee),

· linens are provided and are changed weekly  
 by the staff; 

· laundry facilities for personal use  
 (washing machine only).

The hostel is open from 7:00 am until 12:00 am 
(midnight), Sunday through Thursday, and until 
1:00 am on Friday and Saturday.

For your convenience and security, only U of A 
students reside in the Ostello while classes are in 
session; no outside individuals (non-students) are 
permitted to stay there during that time period.
  
Students who would like single or double rooms will 
be in the Hotel Sabrina www.hotelsabrinacortona.it.
A 16th century palazzo and former home to the 
sculptor, Fabruzzi, the Sabrina offers:

· private bathrooms,

· your own TV,

· wireless internet (the cost for use is included  
 in your accommodation fee),

· all linens (sheets and towels),

· breakfasts will be at the Sabrina and dinners  
 will be provided at the Ostello San Marco.

Fun Fact:   

We have 2 videos at:  

www.cortona.ualberta.ca showing 

a typical room and the main dining 

hall at the Ostello San Marco.
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MEALS

All previous Cortona students agree that you will 
never go hungry! Food is taken very seriously in 
Italy and we can guarantee that it will be hard to 
find Italian meals like these in Canada.

A continental breakfast is served every morning 
from 7:00 to 9:00 am and consists of bread, jam and 
coffee or tea. Students who want or need additional 
food for breakfast may buy groceries. 

Lunch while in Cortona and on field trips will be 
at your own expense. In Cortona, there are many 
options for an inexpensive quick lunch at local 
grocery stores, as well as numerous full-service 
restaurants.

Evening meals in Cortona (Monday-Thursday)
consists of three courses: the first course (primo 
piatto) is usually pasta or rice, the second course 
(secondo piatto) is usually meat or fish and a 
selection of salad or vegetables, and dessert (dolce) 
is usually fruit, cake or pastry. 

Students with dietary concerns and/or severe food 
allergies (or other medically substantiated dietary 
requirements) are required to inform us of this (a 
Medical Information Form will be provided as part 
of the admission process) and advise the Cortona-
based staff in person upon arrival. Most dietary 
concerns can be addressed and accommodated.  
Minor illnesses and health problems can be taken 
care of in Italy at the student’s expense. Major 
illnesses or health problems may require that the 
student return to North America. 

TRAVEL

Cortona is located on the main railway line 
connecting Rome and Florence, and both are only 
a short train ride away. It’s also very easy to get to 
smaller cities like Perugia, Siena, Assisi as well as the 
other beautiful towns around Cortona. Once you 
reach a larger city (like Florence or Rome), you can 
easily catch a train or get a cheap airline ticket to 
other major centres in Italy and Europe.  

Weekend travel is not only expected but encouraged!
 We want you to take advantage of the fact that 
you’ll be in Italy for longer than a typical vacation, 
and this will allow you to have a truly meaningful 
time. And, we hope that you’ll learn more about 
yourself along the way.

In addition to personal travel, field trips will be a 
mandatory part of most of your courses. You can 
learn more about them on the following pages.
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COURSE OFFERINGS   Spring  2014
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DRAMA 307  (*3)
Italian Theatre and Food 
Through discussion of historical and contemporary 
plays, this course will consider the cultural 
significance of representing and consuming food 
onstage. It will look at eating and drinking as social 
and sensorial experiences that are intrinsically 
performative, will investigate the social significance 
of food in Italian culture, and will examine how 
Italian theatre has incorporated and staged food 
across different periods. Field trips to Parma and 
other sites in Tuscany. Prerequisites waived.   

HIST 300  (*3)
Art and Culture in Fascist Italy
An examination of art and culture under the Fascist 
regime in Italy, and how it supported Mussolini’s 
vision of creating a ‘Third Roman Empire’ (ancient 
Rome being the first, and Renaissance Italy being 
the second). Field trips to Rome and other sites  
in Italy. Prerequisites waived.

PALEO 412  (*3)
Vertebrate Paleontology of Italy and the 
Surrounding Mediterranean Region
An examination of the fossil vertebrates of Italy 
and the surrounding Mediterranean. The course 
will focus on the last 250 million years of vertebrate 
evolution and the fossils and fossil localities 
as preserved in Italy and surrounding regions. 
Understanding of the vertebrate fossils of Italy 
will be covered through lectures, discussion, guest 
lectures and practical field trips to important fossil 
localities and local/national museums. Field trips  
to Florence, Pisa, and other sites in Italy.
Prerequisites waived. 

“Interesting class topics, great 

professors, picturesque scenery 

to look at every day and a HUGE 

amount of memories to be made 

(your heart will ache when you 

leave!). Combine this with delicious 

food and an Italian “Mama” to take 

care of you every day...I had one 

amazing (and last!) semester.”

– Lauren Crandell 2012
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ITAL 111  (*3)
Beginners’ Italian I  
Designed for students with little or no previous 
background in Italian. Focuses on development of 
basic grammar and communication skills.  

NOTE: not to be taken by students with native or 
near-native proficiency in Italian, or with Italian 30 
or its equivalents in Canada and other countries.

POL S 354 (*3)
Modern Italian Politics and Society  
An overview of Italy’s major socio-political, 
cultural and economic issues over the past 50 years, 
the social/political roots of organized crime and 
its interaction with national politics, the role of 
the Catholic Church and its influence, and the 
turbulence of Berlusconi’s time in office and how  
it has affected Italy and the European Union.  
Field trip to Rome. Prerequisites waived.

COURSE OFFERINGS Fall  2014
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ART H 211 (*3)
Italian Art from late Antiquity to the Renaissance
An introduction to the main themes in Italian art 
from the establishment of Christianity as a State 
Religion to the death of Michelangelo. Field trips to 
Assisi, Perugia and Florence. Prerequisites waived.
 

CLASS 255 (*3)
From Rome to Ravenna  
A survey of the society and culture of ancient Rome 
from 509 B.C.through the rise of Byzantium. We will 
study the politics, the archaeology and monuments as 
well as the popular culture of spectacle. Field Trip to 
Pompeii. Prerequisites waived.

CLASS 380 (*3)  
History of Ancient Palestine: From Cyrus to Jesus
A survey focusing on the history of Palestine from 
the Persian to Roman empires. The course will help 
students to understand how empires look from the 
perspective of the margins and will pay particular 
attention to ways in which ‘locals’ negotiated with the 
empires and their ideological claims. Multiple cases of 
appropriation, resistance, collaboration and hybridity 
will be examined. Field trip to Rome.  
Prerequisites waived.

CLASS 399  (*3) 
Memory Studies and the Ancient World
Shared memories and preferences in the ways in 
which memories are constructed play important 
roles in societies.  In this course, students will learn 
basic concepts associated with memory studies and 
analyze illustrative case studies so as to be able to use 
memory study approaches to the study of the ancient 
world, including both imperial centres and ‘local’ 
groups. Field trip to Rome (Vatican/Sistine Chapel).  
Prerequisites waived.

HIST 300  (*3)    
Art and Culture in Fascist Italy 
An examination of art and culture under the Fascist 
regime in Italy, and how it supported Mussolini’s 
vision of creating a ‘Third Roman Empire’ (ancient 
Rome being the first, and Renaissance Italy being the 
second). Field trip to Rome. Prerequisites waived.

INT D 125  (*3)
Introduction to Italian Language and Culture 
This course will give you the basic skills to 
communicate effectively in your daily interactions 
and travel while also introducing you to Italian 
culture to provide a better appreciation of the 
similarities and differences between Italy and 
Canada. Not open to students with credit in ITAL 
111/112 or any higher level Italian course.  

“I was very unsure about going 

to Cortona, up until boarding my 

plane.  Now, looking back I don’t 

know why I had a single worry. The 

people in Cortona will welcome 

you with open arms. Every morning 

you will wake up and think you are 

in a dream - beautiful scenery and 

delicious food. Go with an open 

mind, prepare to be surprised. 

Remember to fully immerse 

yourself in the Italian culture; take 

a siesta, buy fresh fruit every few 

days, take a walk in the park, sip 

some wine, try ordering in Italian, 

eat as much gelato as you can. 

Above all, enjoy it. You are about to 

embark on the trip of your life (and I 

wish I could hide in your suitcase)!”   

– Charlotte Hall 2012



ART H 202 (*3)   
History of Renaissance Art   
Taking the art and architecture of Cortona as a 
starting point, this course will explore the history  
of visual art and culture in the 15th and 16th 
centuries. Not open to students with credit in 
ART H 252. Fields trips to Assisi and Perugia. 
Prerequisites waived.

CLASS 255 (*3)
From Rome to Ravenna   
A survey of the society and culture of ancient  
Rome from 509 B.C. through the rise of Byzantium.  
We will study the politics, the archaeology and 
monuments as well as the popular culture of 
spectacle. Field Trip Pompeii. Prerequisites waived.

CLASS 399  (*3)  
Archaeological Study of Ancient Italy  
A study of ancient Italy as defined by archaeological 
evidence, theory and interpretation. We will also 
study the way artifacts are displayed in museums and 
consider the rationales that determine restoration, 
preservation, and presentation of archaeological 
material. Field trips to Paestum and Roccagloriosa.  
Prerequisites waived. 

CLASS 478  (*3)    
The Power of Beauty   
A study of cultural appropriation, intellectual 
property and the history of classical archaeology.  
We will concentrate, first, on Greek Art in Italy, 
then on the Roman use of Greek Art and lastly the 
appropriation of the classical past and the classical 
heritage (in particular the role of Greek Art  in 
modern nation building). Field trip to Rome.  
Prerequisite waved.

HIST 300 (*3)   
Culture and Society in Medieval Rome
A study of the cultural implications of the social 
and political life of Rome during the Middle Ages 
starting in the 4th century A.D. and ending in 
the 13th century with a focus on the ideological 
implications of art and architecture. Field trip to 
Rome. Prerequisites waived.

INT D 125 (*3)    
Introduction to Italian Language and Culture 
This course will give you the basic skills to 
communicate effectively in your daily interactions 
and travel while also introducing you to Italian 
culture to provide a better appreciation of the 
similarities and differences between Italy and 
Canada. Not open to students with credit in  
ITAL 111/112 or any higher level Italian course.  

COURSE OFFERINGS   Winter  2015
ITAL 112 (*3)    
Beginners’ Italian II   
A continuation of ITAL 111. NOTE: This course 
should not be taken by students with native (or 
near-native) proficiency in Italian, or the equivalents 
in Canada or other countries. Prerequisite: ITAL 
111 or consent of Department.

POL S 359 (*3)
Migration in the European Union
An analysis of the immigration policies of the 
European Union, with particular focus on the 
strategies defined by the EU and by the Council 
of Europe. The aim of the course is to examine all 
aspects of immigration, including admission to the 
state, judicial and social implications, expulsion, 
and centres of detention for illegal immigrants.  
Prerequisites waived.

Estimated class size: 6-30 students per course
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Field Trips 

Field trips are restricted to students 

registered in the classes for which 

the trip is mandatory. Throughout 

the program, field trips will be 

made to several of the following 

major historical and artistic centres: 

Florence, Assisi, Siena, Perugia, 

and Chiusi. Overnight trips may be 

made to Rome, Venice, Pompeii 

and the Bay of Naples. Field trips 

are normally scheduled for Fridays.

Field trip expenses including 

admission to museums and 

galleries, transportation, and 

accommodation for overnight trips 

are covered by course tuition. 

Unless otherwise included with 

the cost of the accommodation, 

students must provide for their own 

meals on field trips.



UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA STAFF

Helena Fracchia (PhD, University of California 
Berkeley) Director of the University of Alberta 
School in Cortona, Professor of Classics in the 
Dept. of History and Classics, Adjunct Professor 
of Italian, Director of the University of Alberta 
Archaeological Field School at Ossaia. 

· Teaching Class 255, 478

Ehud Ben Zvi (PhD, Emory University) 

· Teaching Class 380, 399

Michael Caldwell  (PhD, McGill University)

· Teaching Paleo 412

Stefano Muneroni  (PhD, University of Pittsburgh)

· Teaching Drama 307

LOCAL STAFF 

Roberto Bondi (MA in Foreign Languages, 
University of Siena)

· Teaching Int D 125, Ital 111,112

Alessandro Celani (PhD, University of Perugia)

· Teaching Art H 202, 211, Hist 300.

Maurizio Gualtieri (PhD, University of 
Pennsylvania) Professor Emeritus of History and 
Classics, University of Alberta

· Teaching Class 399

Valentina Raparelli (LLB, University of Rome  
“La Sapienza”; PhD, University of Naples) 

· Teaching Pol S 354, 359

Staff
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“It was like walking through  

a magical wardrobe, and BAM 

there it is - a whole new world 

that I felt more attached  

to than any other.” 

– Siu Ka Hung 2012



APPLICATION DEADLINES

Spring Term 2014: March 3, 2014

Fall Term 2014: June 16, 2014

Winter Term 2015: September 15, 2014

NOTE: The School in Cortona can only admit  
45 students per term. Admissions are done on  
a first-come, first-served basis and may cut off 
before the published deadline. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Current U Of A Students must submit the 
following documentation  

❏ Cortona application form  
 (see enclosed form)

❏ One completed reference form  
 (see enclosed form) 

Students From Outside The University Of 
Alberta, or former U of A students, should refer to 
www.cortona.ualberta.ca for details on additional 
application requirements. Please go to the link 
titled, “Application Information.”

Because applications for Cortona students are 
handled separately from regular admissions, please 
DO NOT apply online; this will avoid confusion 
and help to expedite the processing of your 
application. Applicants to the School in Cortona 

who are not current U of A students may print off 
a PDF version of the U of A application form at 
www.registrar.ualberta.ca or contact us by e-mail 
cortona@ualberta.ca to request an application 
form to be sent to you.

ELIGIBILITY

Students from all Faculties, programs and 
institutions are welcome to apply. To be eligible  
for admission to the School in Cortona, you:

· must present a GPA of 2.3 out of 4.0 
 (a letter grade average of “C+“)

· must have successfully completed a minimum 
 24 units of course weight (ucw) from a 
 recognised post-secondary institution

· must NOT be enrolled in full-year courses 
 (for Fall/Winter studies only)

· must NOT be enrolled in Open Studies 
 at the U of A (for Fall/Winter studies only).  
 Because the School in Cortona requires a  
 minimum course load of 9 ucw, Open Studies 
 students are not eligible.

Once you have completed all the necessary 
application documentation, please send it  
directly to the following address:

Faculty of Arts School in Cortona
6-5 Humanities Centre, University of Alberta,
Edmonton, Alberta  T6G 2E5  CANADA

Admission Requirements And Deadlines
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ADMISSION TO THE SCHOOL  
IN CORTONA

Admission decisions are made on an on-going  
basis, so the earlier you apply, the earlier you will 
receive notice of the assessment of your application. 
A maximum of 45 students will be admitted to 
each term.

In Fall or Winter, students in the program must 
be enrolled in a minimum of 9 ucw, but may take 
up to 15 ucw. Courses with fewer than 5 students 
enrolled may be cancelled. Class enrolment is 
granted on a first-come, first-served basis. Students 
enrolled in Spring term can register in 3-6 ucw.

Admission decisions to the School in Cortona 
are final.  If a student is refused, there is no formal 
appeal to any other body or person with the  
Faculty of Arts or the University.  Applicants  
who wish to improve their qualifications for 
admission in a subsequent year may seek advice 
from the USS Office.

Unfortunately it is not possible to audit courses 
offered in Cortona. The School in Cortona was 
developed as an opportunity for students to spend 
a term studying abroad while continuing to work 
towards their degrees.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR  
SPRING TERM 2014

March 3, 2014 Application Deadline

April 4, 2014 Submission of all required   
  paperwork/forms

April 18, 2014 Submission of accommodation 
  payment (cheque or bank draft) 

May 2, 2014 You should arrive in Rome on  
  or before this date

May 3, 2014 Bus pick up in Rome for trip  
  to Cortona, Orientation  
  in afternoon

May 5, 2014 Classes begin

May 8, 2014 Tuition payment deadline  
  (paid directly to the University)

May 27, 2014 Last day of classess

May 28/29 2014 Final exams 

May 30, 2014 Residence checkout (at noon)

“The perfect place, the perfect 

program, the perfect classes!”

- Maya Gordon, Cortona 2006

IMPORTANT DATES FOR  
FALL TERM 2014

June 16, 2014  Application Deadline

August 1, 2014  Submission of all required 
   paperwork/forms

August 15, 2014  Submission of  
   accommodation payment 
   (cheque or bank draft)

September 30, 2014 Tuition payment deadline  
   (paid directly to University)

October 5, 2014  You should arrive in  
   Rome on or before  
   this date

October 6, 2014  Bus pick up in Rome  
   and trip to Cortona

October 7, 2014  Orientation

October 8, 2014  Classes begin

December 9, 2014   Last day of classes

December 10/11 2014 Final exams

December 12, 2014  Residence checkout  
   (at noon)

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR  
WINTER TERM 2015

September 15, 2014 Application Deadline

November 3, 2014  Submission of all required 
   paperwork/forms

November 24, 2014 Submission of  
   accommodation payment 
   (cheque or bank draft)

January 11, 2015  You should arrive in  
   Rome on or before  
   this date
January 12, 2015  Bus pick up in Rome  
   and trip to Cortona

January 13, 2015  Orientation

January 14, 2015  Classes begin

January 30, 2015  Tuition Payment Deadline  
   (paid directly to the  
   University)

March 17, 2015   Last day of classes

March 18/19 2015  Final exams

March 20, 2015   Residence checkout  
   (at noon)

LEFT IMAGE
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Fun Fact:  

Cortona is the setting for the  

both the novel and movie,  

Under the Tuscan Sun.



SPRING 2014 TUITION RATES FOR THE SCHOOL IN CORTONA

LEFT IMAGE
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Program Costs
Fees

Instructional fee
(NOTE: all prices are quoted in 

Canadian dollars)

$28.23

$10.43

$1,211.28

Registration and  
Transcript fee

Student Services fee

Students’ Union  
dedicated fee 

$37.86CoSSS Fee

$1,349.27TOTAL

$37.73

★3 (1 course) ★6 (2 courses)

$28.23

$10.43

$2,422.56

$37.86

$2,560.55

$37.73
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Are you looking for suggestions 

on how to fund your term abroad?  

See page 22 in this Calendar  

or go to the ‘Getting Funding’ link 

at: www.goabroad.ualberta.ca.

Fun Fact: Did you know there is an Edmonton 

Italian Community Award funded by the local 

Italian Chamber of Commerce?

$23.74Students’ Union  
membership fee $23.74



ACCOMMODATION RATES 

Students of the School in Cortona must reside 
in the residence facility and are provided three 
occupancy options: single, double or multiple  
(4 to 5 people) occupancy. While classes are 
in session, only U of A students can stay in the 
residence; no outside individuals (non-students) 
will be permitted to stay there during that  
time period.

SPRING 2014 
 

FALL 2014 / WINTER 2015

SCHOOL IN CORTONA  
SCHOLARSHIPS – FOR CONTINUING  
U OF A ARTS STUDENTS

Scholarships valued at $1,000 are available to 
current (and continuing) U of A Arts students 
attending the School in Cortona. Nominees 
must have a GPA of 3.5 or higher in the previous 
academic year (Fall/Winter only). If you are 
eligible and wish to apply, please use the check box 
on the Cortona Application form.

Updates to tuition fees for Fall 2013/Winter 2014 were not available at the time of printing.   
Please refer to www.cortona.ualberta.ca for up-to-date tuition information starting in April 2014.   

In the meantime, please refer to the tuition fees for the 2013/14 year as listed below.  

FALL 2013 OR WINTER 2014 TUITION RATES FOR THE SCHOOL IN CORTONA

 
 Fees ★9 (3 courses) ★12 (4 courses) ★15 (5 courses)

Course fees
(NOTE: all prices  

are quoted in  
Canadian dollars)

 $75.46 $75.46 $75.46

 $56.46 $56.46 $56.46

 $31.73 $31.73 $31.73

 $75.71 $75.71 $75.71

 $3,633.84 $4,845.12 $6056.40

Registration and 
Transcript fee

Student Services fee

Students’ Union 
dedicated fee

CoSSS Fee

Other  
University Fees

Application for Admission fee: $115 (have never attended the U of A)
Application for Readmission fee: $75 (former U of A students)

 $110.27 $110.27 $110.27SU Health Plan

 $111.69 $111.69 $111.69SU Dental Plan

 $4,132.66 $5,343.94 $6,555.22TOTAL

 $37.50 $37.50 $37.50Students’ Union 
membership fee
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Number of Students 
Per Room

 Single (1 sudent) $5,100

Accommodation Cost 
(in Canadian Dollars)

Double (2 students) $4,200

 Multiple (4-5 students) $3,550
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Number of Students 
Per Room

 Single (1 sudent) $2,100

Accommodation Cost 
(in Canadian Dollars)

Double (2 students) $1,725

 Multiple (4-5 students) $1,450



FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Accommodation Discounts are available for 
students with demonstrated financial need.  
Further information will be provided to all  
students once final admissions have been  
processed. For details, please contact us at: 
cortona@ualberta.ca.

Student Financial Aid and Information Centre – 
helps students find the financial resources to meet 
their needs: www.su.ualberta.ca/services/sfaic/ 

Information on study abroad scholarships can  
be found at: www.goabroad.ualberta.ca. 
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“Imagine waking up every  

morning to a breathtaking view 

over a gorgeous valley in Tuscany 

or learning about a fascinating 

subject in a hands-on way rather 

than just leafing through an 

expensive textbook? Can you 

imagine the smells and tastes 

of fantastic tuscan pastas and 

delicious gelato tantalizing you? 

This program is worth every single 

drop of sweat it takes you to save 

up for it; it is worth the condensed 

classes and the assignments;  

it is worth all of this because it  

will change your life in so many 

positive ways!”  

– Erin Sinclair 2012
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Travel Arrangements

Predeparture Preparation:  

 Once you have been admitted, 

you will be invited to a 

predeparture orientation where 

you will be given detailed travel 

instructions, have questions 

answered by former students and 

meet your roommates.

2014/15 Cortona Calendar    PAGE 25

Travel arrangements to Italy will be your 
responsibility. Fares to Europe can vary 
considerably, so we encourage you to shop  
around for the best prices. Please make your  
travel reservations well in advance to ensure 
availability and pricing. 

PASSPORTS AND VISAS

All students must have a valid passport for travel  
to Italy. For complete information regarding 
Canadian passport offices and visa services,  
visit the Government of Canada website at  
www.pptc.gc.ca. American students should  
visit the US Department of State website at  
http://travel.state.gov.  

Important Note regarding the length of your 
stay in Italy: Canadian and US citizens can enter 
Italy (and/or the Schengen region) as a tourist for 
a maximum of 90 days. The School in Cortona 
operates on a 28 day term in Spring, and a 68 day 
term in both Fall and Winter.  This leaves you 
with additional days to travel through Europe  
as a tourist. If you are a citizen of any other 
country, you should consult with the local  
Italian Consular Services office.  Please go to: 
www.consvancouver.esteri.it/ for further details 
and contact information.  

Based on Italian law at the time of the printing 
of this Calendar, Cortona students do not need 
a visa if you are a Canadian or US citizen and if 
you are staying in Italy for 90 days or less. You will 
enter Italy as a tourist since the School in Cortona 

is a satellite campus of the University of Alberta 
(and not an Italian university). A student visa 
would only be required if you were to attend an 
Italian university. 

When planning your trip, keep in mind that you 
must leave Italy and/or the Schengen region after 
a maximum of 90 days have elapsed. For further 
information, please refer to the Italian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs website at: http://www.esteri.it/
visti/home_eng.asp.

Please note that immigration laws can change, 
and the School in Cortona will do its best to keep 
you updated as they occur. However, it is also 
your responsibility to familiarize yourself with 
immigration regulations. The School in Cortona 
does not take responsibility for the acquisition of 
visas (if required).  Please contact us at: cortona@
ualberta.ca to find out if there have been any 
changes to visa requirements at the time you 
submit your application.



TRAVEL AND HEALTH INSURANCE

You will be responsible for selecting and purchasing 
adequate travel insurance, providing coverage 
against theft, personal accident, personal liability, 
repatriation and cancellation of tickets. The 
University of Alberta accepts no responsibility for 
any costs associated with these types of problems.

Canadian students must bring, and always carry 
with them, their provincial health cards. American 
students enrolled in a University Health Plan must 
bring those cards. Students are also responsible 
to select and purchase adequate medical/health 
insurance. In the event of a medical/health 
problem, the University of Alberta bears no 
responsibility for any costs associated with a 
medical/health expense, which you may incur. 
Visits by Alberta residents will be reimbursed by 
Alberta Health Care.
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“Cortona is an experience that will 

change you, bring you to life, and 

will be an adventure incomparable 

to anything else. If I could sum it up 

in one word for anyone? It would 

just be ‘GO!’”  

– Charlotte Hall 2012



Cinque Terre

PERSONAL INFORMATION
   Name: (last, first, middle initial)   Date of Birth (month/day/year):

   Current address: (street, city, province/state, postal/zip code, country)

   Email address (critical information will be sent to this address):  Current phone number: (area code)   Sex:

 (                     )   ❏ M       ❏ F

CURRENT AND PREVIOUS EDUCATION
   Institution of Current Enrollment*:    Faculty:

   Degree:   Major or program:   Year of program:

U of A Faculty Of Arts School In Cortona – Application Form SPRING 2014

Please refer to the Cortona Calendar for eligibility requirements. ALL students  
must provide one Reference Form before admission eligibility can be determined.

U of A Student ID # (if applicable)

*Students who are not currently attending the University of Alberta must also submit a U of A Application form  
to the Faculty of Arts office. Refer to the Cortona Calendar for further details.

COURSE SELECTION

ACCOMMODATION
   Students are provided three occupancy options. Please indicate your preferred housing option:

  ❏ Multiple Occupancy (4 or 5 people per room) = $1450 per person   ❏ Double Occupancy = $1725 per person   
  ❏ Single Occupancy = $2100 per person

Applicant’s Signature:        Date of Application:

Application Deadline - March 3, 2014

Please indicate your choice of courses (maximum *6). Confirmation and registration will not occur until admission eligibility has been determined.

FORWARD APPLICATIONS 
to the Faculty of Arts School in Cortona, 
6-5 Humanities Centre, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alberta, CANADA,  T6G 2E5. 
Phone: (780) 492-4389 Fax: (780) 492-6325.

The information above is collected under the 
authority of the Universities Act and Section 
33(c) of the Alberta Freedom of Information 
andProtection of Privacy Act (FOIPP) for 
the purpose of promoting the work of the 
Faculty of Arts at the University of Alberta. 
For further information about FOIPP, contact 
the Faculty of Arts, 6-33 Humanities Centre, 
University of Alberta, T6G 2E5.

❏ DRAMA 307: Italian Theatre and Food     ❏ HIST 300: Art and Culture in Fascist Italy   ❏ PALEO 412: Vertebrate Paleontology of Italy



Cortona

PERSONAL INFORMATION
   Name: (last, first, middle initial)   Date of Birth (month/day/year):

   Current address: (street, city, province/state, postal/zip code, country)

   Email address (critical information will be sent to this address):  Current phone number: (area code)   Sex:

 (                     )   ❏ M       ❏ F

CURRENT AND PREVIOUS EDUCATION
   Institution of Current Enrollment*:    Faculty:

   Degree:   Major or program:   Year of program:

U of A Faculty Of Arts School In Cortona – Application Form FALL 2014

Please refer to the Cortona Calendar for eligibility requirements. ALL students  
must provide one Reference Form before admission eligibility can be determined.

U of A Student ID # (if applicable)

*Students who are not currently attending the University of Alberta must also submit a U of A Application form  
to the Faculty of Arts office. Refer to the Cortona Calendar for further details.

COURSE SELECTION

ACCOMMODATION
   Students are provided three occupancy options. Please indicate your preferred housing option:

  ❏ Multiple Occupancy (4 or 5 people per room) = $3550 per person   ❏ Double Occupancy = $4200 per person   
  ❏ Single Occupancy = $5100 per person

Applicant’s Signature:        Date of Application:

Application Deadline - June 16 , 2014

Please indicate your choice of courses (maximum *15). Confirmation and registration will not occur until admission eligibility has been determined.
Students are required to maintain a minimum of *9.

FORWARD APPLICATIONS 
to the Faculty of Arts School in Cortona, 
6-5 Humanities Centre, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alberta, CANADA,  T6G 2E5. 
Phone: (780) 492-4389 Fax: (780) 492-6325.

The information above is collected under the 
authority of the Universities Act and Section 
33(c) of the Alberta Freedom of Information 
andProtection of Privacy Act (FOIPP) for 
the purpose of promoting the work of the 
Faculty of Arts at the University of Alberta. 
For further information about FOIPP, contact 
the Faculty of Arts, 6-33 Humanities Centre, 
University of Alberta, T6G 2E5.

❏ ART H 211: From Antiquity to Renaissance

❏ CLASS 255: From  Rome to Ravenna  

❏ CLASS 380: History of Ancient Palestine

❏ CLASS 399: Memory Studies and Ancient World

❏ HIST 300: Art and Culture in Fascist Italy

❏ INT D 125: Introduction to Italian Language and Culture

❏ ITAL 111: Beginners’ Italian I

❏ POL S 354: Modern Italian Politics



Duomo, Florence

PERSONAL INFORMATION
   Name: (last, first, middle initial)   Date of Birth (month/day/year):

   Current address: (street, city, province/state, postal/zip code, country)

   Email address (critical information will be sent to this address):  Current phone number: (area code)   Sex:

 (                     )   ❏ M       ❏ F

CURRENT AND PREVIOUS EDUCATION
   Institution of Current Enrollment*:    Faculty:

   Degree:   Major or program:   Year of program:

U of A Faculty Of Arts School In Cortona – Application Form WINTER 2015

Please refer to the Cortona Calendar for eligibility requirements. ALL students  
must provide one Reference Form before admission eligibility can be determined.

U of A Student ID # (if applicable)

*Students who are not currently attending the University of Alberta must also submit a U of A Application form  
to the Faculty of Arts office. Refer to the Cortona Calendar for further details.

COURSE SELECTION

ACCOMMODATION
   Students are provided three occupancy options. Please indicate your preferred housing option:

  ❏ Multiple Occupancy (4 or 5 people per room) = $3550 per person   ❏ Double Occupancy = $4200 per person   
  ❏ Single Occupancy = $5100 per person

Applicant’s Signature:        Date of Application:

Application Deadline - September 15, 2014

Please indicate your choice of courses (maximum *15). Confirmation and registration will not occur until admission eligibility has been determined.
Students are required to maintain a minimum of *9.

FORWARD APPLICATIONS 
to the Faculty of Arts School in Cortona, 
6-5 Humanities Centre, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alberta, CANADA,  T6G 2E5. 
Phone: (780) 492-4389 Fax: (780) 492-6325.

The information above is collected under the 
authority of the Universities Act and Section 
33(c) of the Alberta Freedom of Information 
andProtection of Privacy Act (FOIPP) for 
the purpose of promoting the work of the 
Faculty of Arts at the University of Alberta. 
For further information about FOIPP, contact 
the Faculty of Arts, 6-33 Humanities Centre, 
University of Alberta, T6G 2E5.

❏ ART H 202: History of Renaissance Art 

❏ CLASS 255: From Rome to Ravenna

❏ CLASS 399: Archeaological Study of Ancient Italy 

❏ CLASS 478: The Power of Beauty

❏ HIST 300: Medieval Rome

❏ INT D 125: Introduction to Italian Language and Culture

❏ ITAL 112: Beginners’ Italian II

❏ POL S 359: Migration in the EU



Cortona students in Pisa

KNOWLEDGE OF APPLICANT

  ❏ This applicant is enrolled in my class(es). Which course(s)?

  ❏ I was the applicant’s professor or instructor.    ❏ I have not taught or advised the applicant, but I have known this person for ____ years.

  ❏ I have supervised or directed the work of the applicant for ____ years.      ❏ I do not know the individual well enough to evaluate.

TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT
   Name of Applicant:

   Degree Program:

U of A Faculty Of Arts School In Cortona - Reference Form

ALL students must provide one Reference Form before admission can be determined. U of A Student ID # (if applicable)

FORWARD APPLICATIONS 
to the Faculty of Arts School in Cortona, 
6-5 Humanities Centre, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alberta, CANADA,  T6G 2E5. 
Phone: (780) 492-4389 Fax: (780) 492-6325.

The information above is collected under the 
authority of the Universities Act and Section 
33(c) of the Alberta Freedom of Information 
andProtection of Privacy Act (FOIPP) for the 
purpose of promoting the work of the Faculty 
of Arts at the University of Alberta. For further 
information about FOIPP, contact the Faculty 
of Arts, 6-33 Humanities Centre, University 
of Alberta, T6G 2E5.

Signature of Referee:        Date:

TO BE COMPLETED BY REFEREE
Dear Referee:
The above-named individual has applied to attend a study abroad program in Cortona, Italy. We would be grateful if you could provide in the space below,  
and in full confidentiality, responses which will help assess his or her personal and academic aptitude to participate in an overseas study program.

Name of Referee:        Position:

Institution (if applicable):

Address:

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
On an additional piece of paper, please comment on whether or not you feel the applicant  
is suited for an international study abroad program in which the residential component and  
class participation and attendance are integral to the overall experience. As well, please feel  
free to expand on any of the points on which you have already rated the applicant on this form.

UnknownSUITABILITY
OF APPLICANT

a) Self-motivation/initiative 

b) Adaptability/flexibility

c) Emotional maturity

d) Ability to interact with others

e) Dependability

f ) Stress tolerance

g) Effective use of time

h) Determination/assertiveness

Excellent

Very Good

Good
Average

Fair Poor
Unknown

Excellent

Very Good

Good
Average

Fair Poor
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Guidelines For Conduct At Cortona
The University of Alberta has developed a strong 
relationship with the town of Cortona based on 
mutual respect and esteem, which is fundamental 
to international programs. As students of the 
University of Alberta, you are expected to conform 
to the guidelines in the Code of Student Behaviour. 
The Code of Student Behaviour, as set out in the 
General Faculties Council (GFC) Policy Manual,  
is provided in its entirety in Appendix A of  
the University of Alberta Calendar  
www.registrar.ualberta.ca/calendar. For the most 
current version of this Code, visit the University 
Secretariat website at www.ualberta.ca/secretariat. 

Outside of the classroom, students are also 
responsible for their actions and must abide by 
the Code of Student Behaviour. Italians, despite 
a well-known brio, live by very formal rules of 
public behaviour. Drunkenness, especially public, 
is strongly frowned upon. Other examples of 
unacceptable behaviour include but are not limited 
to: loud and vulgar public conduct at any hour of 
the day or night, mischief and rowdiness in general, 
and any perceived disrespect to our host city and 
the life of its citizens. Naturally, correct behaviour 
at student residences is also a requirement and the 
guidelines for behaviour are based on respect for 
fellow students and other guests. Investigation of 
non-academic offences will be performed by local 
police or the Carabinieri in lieu of Campus Security. 
Complaints from townspeople, ordinary citizens as 
well as merchants, and fellow students, will be taken 
very seriously and dealt with by the Director and/
or the local police. The Director has the authority 
to enforce the Code of Student Behaviour and deals 
with any infractions. Dismissal is an option.

“I think good education is 

nothing if not humbling, and 

there is something profoundly 

humbling about being welcomed 

into the Italian culture the way we 

are as we study in Cortona. I feel 

quite at home here. The Italian 

culture is beautiful and I feel 

honoured to have experienced it 

in this meaningful way.”  

– Leah Trueblood, Cortona 2007 
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Contact Information:
Faculty of Arts, School in Cortona

6-5 Humanities Centre 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 2E5

Phone: 780.492.4389 or 780.492.4295 
Fax: 780.492.6325
Email: cortona@ualberta.ca 

www.cortona.ualberta.ca

Calendar designed by Frisbee Studios
www.frisbeestudios.com




