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Exploring Writing
In a university, writing is how we do 
most of our thinking and how we 
share that thinking with each other. 
Exploring Writing focuses explicitly 
on the field and process of writing.   
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Register Early

Be sure to register early! Only 25 students 
can enroll in each section, and only a limited 
number of sections are being offered.  

Contact Us

Questions? Contact Writing Studies 
by calling Interdisciplinary Studies at 
780.492.9557 or emailing wrs@ualberta.ca.



Formal and Informal Writing

Throughout the semester, you’ll learn to 
communicate your knowledge at a level 
appropriate for a university writer, developing 
a few writing projects through a series of drafts.  
Furthermore, you’ll spend time throughout the 
class engaging in discovery writing.  

Discovery writing—all too often ignored in 
the academic setting—allows you to write 
freely, exploring subjects and ideas without the 
pressure of simultaneously producing perfect 
final copy or polished scholarly work. You 
may already be experimenting with discovery 
writing through your personal website or blog.    

Write With Confidence

In your Exploring Writing course, you will 
explore and refine your own writing process 
while discovering issues and concerns related 
to writing that interest you.  

Through practice, you’ll gain a sense of the 
different writing voices available to you. 

You’ll also get some sense of how writing 
changes from field to field and across different 
genres.  With small classes—no more than 20 
students in each section—professors who are 
passionate about writing will mentor you.  

In your Exploring Writing course, you’ll reap 
the benefits of writing with confidence, from 
idea generation to the final edit.  

Grading and Your Writing Portfolio 

Since Exploring Writing is a studio class, you 
won’t have a final exam. Instead, you will be 
evaluated based on the work you do throughout 
the term as an active participant in a writing 
workshop.  At the end of the semester, you’ll 
submit a portfolio of your best writing from 
the class, which will count towards your final 
grade.  

Mapping Your Course Schedule 

WRS 101: Exploring Writing is open to 
students from across campus and for most 
programs fulfills 3 credits of the English/
Writing requirement 
(check with your own 
program and Faculty 
to be sure).

Bene f i t s

“In your Exploring 
Writing course, you’ll 
reap the benefits 
of writing with 
confidence, from idea 
generation to the 
final edit.”  




